by Yvette Heyliger
Community, Faith-Based and HIV/AIDS Organization Testimonials…
"Yvette Heyliger presented two workshops in
our 2nd National Black Women and HIV/AIDS
Conference entitled, It's All About M.E.E.!
Sistahs Getting Real About HIV: Mobilization,
Education, Empowerment that our organization
hosted along with the National Council of Negro
Women and Black AIDS Institute. The
workshops, which featured excerpts from
Heyliger's theatrical play, "What Would Jesus
Do?," were enjoyed by all; what a brilliant and
powerful way
to
present
life-saving
HIV prevention information to our conference
participants!"
Marva Smith Battle-Bey,
President National Coalition of 100 Black
Women.
"Your performances have greatly enhanced our
capacity-building workshops for community
based organizations and HIV/AIDS service
providers. We have had many clients tell us
how much they have enjoyed them as part of
the workshop, providing a welcome change to
just having lectures and PowerPoint slides.

www.twinbiz.com

I believe your performances really have
touched the hearts and souls of our clients,
giving
them
the
motivation
and
the
encouragement to keep going since many of
them do serve in the front lines in the battle
against HIV/AIDS." Gloria Wilson, MLS,
Principal Librarian, The City of New York
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
“As a community based organization serving
Harlem and Upper Manhattan, we were honored
to assist in presenting What Would Jesus Do?
This partnership between an artist (Heyliger)
and a community based organization (HCCI)
signaled a fresh new approach to addressing a
community crisis, HIV/AIDS, through theatre.
This theatre ministry challenges our houses of
worship and faith-based organizations to
become leaders in HIV prevention and
education.” Lucille L. McEwen, Esq., President
and CEO, Harlem Congregations for Community
Improvement.

What would Jesus Do?
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“What Would Jesus Do? is proof the Lord
didn’t stop writing when He finished
Revelations.” Minister Haqumi Sharpe, Unity
Fellowship Church of Christ of Los Angeles
"What Would Jesus Do? was and is the BEST
prevention message I have experienced... it is
powerful beyond any of the packaged
ineffectual
media
materials
I
have experienced... please mention ROAH
(Research On Older Adults With HIV) and the
fact that we found within our study that 16% of
those sexually active older adults who were
HIV + were having unsafe sex....." Dr. Stephen
Karpiak, AIDS Community Research of America
“Though the frank delivery and sensitive
subject matter of the play may have been too
risqué for some churches, Union Baptist never
shies from controversial issues… It’s not just
about bible study or prayer meeting, but there
are some other ways to reach people and get
them into church.” Cheryl Harry, Program
Director, Union Baptist Church, NC
“What Would Jesus Do? was an invaluable part
of our efforts that prompted 16 people from
our congregation to take advantage of the free
HIV/AIDS
testing
we
offered
that
day.” Stephen
Beasley,
Healing
Touch
HIV/AIDS Ministry, Emmanuel Baptist Church,
NY

“We need more of our community to talk and
walk the walk…By presenting such a grassroots
and meaningful show you have told these men
that their lives and work have meaning beyond a
collection of former misdeeds and ignorance.
You have offered them a renewed reason to
value what has begun in this institution within
an institution—PACE (Prisoners for AIDS
Counseling and Education).” Charles H. Hamilton
and Allen Simon, Peer Educators, Eastern
Correctional Facility, NY

“It is a life saving work of education, yet the
piece rises above the didactic and touches
deeply the realities of human-to-human contact
and relationship on a level that transcends race,
place and religion.” Teresa Choate, Department
of Theatre, Kean University
“As an HIV educator, I am so impressed; the
message of the play is right on target; thanks
so much for the play and its commitment to
prevent HIV transmission, to encourage people
to go get tested and to start talking about
HIV/AIDS.” Anonymous Survey Participant
“It took the disease out of African huts and
into American homes.”
Anonymous Survey
Participant
“Heyliger’s words are the balm in Gilead.”
Audience Member

“This play is anointed.” “WWJD? rocks!” “A
powerful theatre ministry.”
“What Would Jesus Do? is in alignment with
our mission to advance community HIV
prevention and education. World AIDS Day
2005 at Theatre of the Riverside Church was
sold out!” Oliver W. Martin III, Co-Chair, The
Riverside Church HIV/AIDS Ministry.
“The event itself was well attended with over
200 students, faculty and administrators
present. The positive feedback I have received
from students appears to be indicative of the
insights the work has into a broad range of the
ways the HIV/AIDS epidemic affects women.”
Michelle C. Soucy, M.A. CHES Director of
Health Education, Vassar College
www.twinbiz.com
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Yvonne Farrow as Mrs. Wilson
Photo © 2005 by Larry Farrow
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Contact: TWINBIZ
212-864-1611

WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?
at the National Black Theatre Festival
Winston-Salem, NC – The National Black Theatre Festival 2007 has selected for main stage
production, What Would Jesus Do?, a new play written by grant-winning Harlem playwright
Yvette Heyliger. What Would Jesus Do? is being presented Tuesday, July 31st @ 8pm,
Wednesday, August 1st @ 3pm and 8pm, and Thursday, August 2nd @ 3pm and 8pm at Wake
Forest #1—The Proscenium, 1834 Wake Forest Road; tickets are $42; for reservations: 336723-7907 or www.nbtf.org. PG 13
There will be a workshop panel free to the general public on Wednesday, August 1st from 10am
-11:30am entitled, “WWJD?: Theatre in the Service of HIV/AIDS Prevention,” This panel is
being held in conjunction with the Forsyth County Department of Health. The purpose of this
panel is to explore the effectiveness of theatre as a tool for HIV prevention and education by
using the play as a springboard for discussion with the lay, religious and visiting theatrical
community. The panel includes Rev. Dr. Sir Walter Mack, Jr. of Union Baptist Church, Rev.
Roger E. Hayes of the Church of Holy Spirit Fellowship, Ms. Monica Brown of the Forsyth
County Department of Public Health and Ms. Yvette Heyliger, Playwright and Director of What
Would Jesus Do?
What Would Jesus Do? is an interfaith, intergenerational play about a God-fearing wife
and mother whose exposure to HIV by her "down low" husband inspires her to take
action when she asks… What Would Jesus Do? The surprising answer may just bring
their Biblically-correct church to its knees!

Live music infuses this timely and

(unfortunately) still relevant story of HIV in America which challenges the faith and
secular communities to do more to address the HIV/AIDS epidemic, starting with our
houses of worship and our black theatres.
Written and directed by Yvette Heyliger, the show stars Heyliger’s twin sister, NBTF celebrity
guest Yvonne Farrow who originated the role of Leonta Wilson. Of her performance in the world
premiere in Los Angeles, Our Weekly said: "The production is lead by Yvonne Farrow who truly
embodies the whole character of a devoted, committed and church loving wife and mother

caught in the cross fires of love and HIV/AIDS." The talented cast of 14 include: (in
alphabetical order) Staci Ashley, Baadja-Lyne, Amentha Dymally, Larry Farrow, Andre P.
Henry, Farley Jackson, Hardia Madden Jr., Monica McSwain, Carter Mitchell, Rich, Mattilyn
Rochester and Kenneth Rosier; production stage manager, Ricardo Frederick Evans; assistant
stage manager, Faith Heyliger.

"Let all your affairs take place with love." I Corinthians 16:14
Cast and Crew of

What Would Jesus Do?
by Yvette Heyliger
National Black Theatre Festival 2007
Wake Forest - Proscenium 1

The Genesis of What Would Jesus Do?
When Heyliger was searching for subject matter on which to write a new play, she met with the
late Tunde Samuel, former Producer/Director of Theatre Arts at the National Black Theatre, NY.
That is when she learned of his deep concern about the HIV/AIDS crisis in black communities.
Heyliger recounts, “Tunde said we didn’t need to go to Africa or India to find staggering statistics
on HIV/AIDS, we only needed to look right in our own back yard.

He expressed his

disappointment that black theatre had not done enough to address this epidemic, and his wish

was that every black theatre produce at least one play a season to educate the community and
fight the astounding and steadily growing infection rate.”
A week later, Samuel passed on due to unrelated health issues, but Heyliger did not pass on
the challenge he presented to her. She had a deep feeling that through Samuel, God had
called upon her to use her gifts and talents as an artist to combat this epidemic. Heyliger was
awarded a grant from the New York State Council on the Arts/Individual Artist Program to write
the play and later was awarded a re-grant to continue her work by the Harlem Arts
Alliance/Rockefeller Foundation. Heyliger has presented excerpts from the play at colleges,
churches, prisons, local health fairs, workshops, senior centers and conferences, the most
recent hosted by National Council of Negro Women, National Coalition of 100 Black Women
and the Black AIDS Institute.
The title of the play elicits a strong response both positively and negatively, but that hasn't
dissuaded Heyliger from using it. She explains, “When I first started doing research for the play,
I learned that there was a faith-based response to the epidemic that was growing in the church
community. I met a reverend, who said that when she first started working with those who were
infected and dying, she would ask herself, “What would Jesus do for this person?” and she let
the answer to that question guide her in her work with each patient. Her posture of service
inspired me and I embraced What Would Jesus Do? as the guiding principal in my work on the
play. Jesus healed many people; the lepers, the blind, the crippled… he never once asked, “By
the way, how did you get sick?” We need to move beyond judgment and blame and just do the
work of healing.”
To those who may be skeptical about mixing heath care and Jesus, Heyliger submits: “I feel that
there are lessons we can all learn from the many great beings, both men and women, who have
walked the earth, including Jesus. I hope that can be appreciated. What Would Jesus Do? is
my artistic response to the devastation that is happening around me with regard to HIV/AIDS;
the people, the churches, the attitudes, right here in my own back yard, Harlem. The great thing
about the play is that it transcends the distinctions or race, place and religion. Anyone who
sees the play, no matter what their faith, whether they believe in God or not, or where they live,
can take a lesson from it with regard to HIV prevention and have an entertaining theatrical
experience as well.”

This is Ms. Heyliger’s third main stage production at the National Black Theatre Festival. Fans
will remember Hillary and Monica: The Winter of Her Discontent (2003) and Autobiography of A
Homegirl (2001). Ms. Heyliger and her partner and sister, Yvonne Farrow, have their own
company, TWINBIZ, which produces original projects for stage, television and screen which
educate, entertain and serve. For more information visit the web site: www.twinbiz.com.

About the Play
What Would Jesus Do?, had its critically acclaimed world premiere in Los Angeles in
recognition of World AIDS Day 2006 and the 25th Anniversary of HIV/AIDS in America.
Excerpts of the play have been presented in colleges, churches, senior and youth centers,
prisons, workshops, and most recently in a conference on HIV/AIDS hosted by National Council
of Negro Women, National Coalition of 100 Black Women and the Black AIDS Institute. What
Would Jesus Do? has been the recipient of grants to assist in presenting the play including: the
Regional Resource Network’s HIV/AIDS Capacities Building Mini-Grant in conjunction with
Harlem Congregations for Community Improvement (HCCI), NY; the Lower Manhattan Cultural
Council's The Fund for Creative Communities to assist in producing, What Would Jesus Do?, in
association with Theatre of the Riverside Church in observance of World AIDS Day 2005. This
grant was a fiscally sponsored project of HCCI. Additional in-kind assistance for this production
was provided by The Riverside Church HIV/AIDS Task Force and a grant was awarded by The
Riverside Sharing Fund/Riverside Mission and Social Justice Commission of The Riverside
Church in the City of New York. An unprecedented “celebrity reading” of the play was done at
the 2005 National Black Theatre Festival. Voza Rivers/New Heritage Theatre Group presented
the play to a standing-room-only audience at the Museum of the City of New York as part of the
Roger Furman Play Reading Series. What Would Jesus Do? was written as a result of a grant
Ms. Heyliger received from the New York State Council on the Arts/Individual Artist Program,
with additional assistance from a Harlem Arts Alliance/Rockefeller Foundation re-grant.
Yvette Heyliger (WRITER/ DIRECTOR/ LYRICIST) is a grant-winning playwright, a director,
and a producing artist. Her play, What Would Jesus Do?, had its critically acclaimed world
premiere in Los Angeles in recognition of World AIDS Day 2006 and the 25th Anniversary of
HIV/AIDS in America. WWJD? was presented in an unprecedented celebrity reading featuring
(Tony Award winner) Tanya Pinkins, Bill Cobbs, Alaina Reed Hall, Lamman Rucker, Yvonne
Farrow, and others at NBTF 2005. What Would Jesus Do? Theme lyrics were written by Yvette
Heyliger. Past plays presented in the NBTF in 2003 and 2001 respectively include: Hillary and

Monica: The Winter of Her Discontent, which recently received its New England premiere at
Gloucester Stage Company (MA) and Autobiography of A Homegirl, which was selected for
publication in Smith and Kraus', The Best Women’s Stage Monologues of 2003 and The Best
Stage Scenes of 2003. Ms. Heyliger was nominated “Best Playwright” in the NAACP Theatre
Awards for the world premiere of Autobiography of A Homegirl, which was partially funded by
Bill Cosby. Ms. Heyliger was nominated "Best Director" for Coming Clean by Steven Shapiro, a
finalist in the Riant Theatre’s Strawberry One-Act Festival 2007. Ms. Heyliger holds many
professional memberships including: Dramatists Guild, League of Professional Theatre Women,
Harlem Arts Alliance and AUDELCO.
•

Twinbiz (CO-PRODUCER) Partners Yvette Heyliger and Yvonne Farrow (twins in the
business), write, direct and produce original works for stage, television and film which
seek to educate, entertain and serve. On the East Coast Yvette focuses on theatre,
while on the West Coast Yvonne focuses on TV and film. This main stage production of
What Would Jesus Do? marks Twinbiz’ forth season at the National Black Theatre
Festival and comes fresh from the world premier production at the Hollywood Court
Theatre in Los Angeles (Piano Man Productions, Executive Producer) in recognition of
World AIDS Day 2006 and the 25th Anniversary of HIV/AIDS in America.

In 2005,

presented an unprecedented “celebrity reading” of WWJD? at the National Black
Theatre Festival. In 2003 and 2001 Twinbiz presented, Hillary and Monica: The Winter
of Her Discontent and Autobiography of a Homegirl respectively.

Each season

Twinbiz offers uplifting and informative workshops. This
year Twinbiz, in conjunction with the Forsyth County

•
•

Department of Public Health, is presenting, What Would
Jesus Do?: Theatre in the Service of HIV Prevention.
The purpose of this panel is to explore the effectiveness
of theatre as a tool for HIV prevention and education by

•

FOX 8 TV Interview:
Playwright Answers
Calling w/ What Would
Jesus Do?
by Addison Ore
Balance: Play tackles
tough subject with flair,
humor
By Mary Martin Niepold

using the play as a springboard for discussion with the
lay, religious and visiting theatrical community. Twinbiz is a proud member of the Harlem
Arts Alliance.

WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?
AT THE HOLLYWOOD COURT THEATRE
IN RECOGNITION OF WORLD AIDS DAY 2006 AND
25 YEARS OF HIV/AIDS IN AMERICA
“Finally, a theatrical production which speaks directly to the African American community
in a compelling, entertaining and fully honest manner about HIV/AIDS, the church's conflicted
response to the epidemic, and the human consequences of sexual infidelity.
What Would Jesus Do? is an absolute must-see for everyone!” Our Weekly
“Yvette Heyliger’s heartfelt dramedy is joyful and sincere, including
colorful characters we can care for… The humor is of the belly-laugh variety.
Her instincts for comic relief are genius. The large cast is just about top-notch.
Heyliger’s staging is crisp and attentive to emotional detail.” Backstage West
"Heyliger has a solid flair for dialogue and a good ear for comedy. Her use of comic
relief at the height of dramatic scenes is flawless." Park LaBrea News/Beverly Press
"Talk about great plays... this powerful drama depicting AIDS and its cover up
is as important as those Larry Kramer plays in the early stages of the dreaded scourge. Listen up
theatre producers, this play should make it to Broadway, where it belongs." Celebrity Society
“What Would Jesus Do? is an absolute must-see for everyone: church-goers,
non-believers, pastors, deacons, youth, seniors, and anyone black, brown, white, gay,
straight, sexually active, sexually curious, or simply anyone living in the United States
during these calamitous times of HIV/AIDS.” Our Weekly
“Heyliger scores a dozen resonant points about everything from black pride to shifty
Biblical interpretations while calling upon the church to take the lead in healing this
sickness, as it did for slavery and segregation.” LA Weekly
"What Would Jesus Do? Is Something You Should See...
The cast of players is full of fine seasoned performers who work in ensemble form, leaving
no weak link in the chain of storytelling. They can play a balancing act of the masks of
comedy and tragedy almost seamlessly." Park LaBrea News/Beverly Press
"The production is lead by Yvonne Farrow who truly embodies the
whole character of a devoted, committed and church loving wife and
mother caught in the cross fires of love and HIV/AIDS." Our Weekly
"Throughout the dramatic piece, there is soothing and soulful music composed by
Larry Farrow, most appealing of which is the closing song, titled after the play.
Its rhythmic and melodic arrangement leaves the audience singing and thinking
about what Jesus would do." Our Weekly
"In this theatrical encounter...HIV/AIDS and the church have a spirited showdown
where the audience becomes the winner!" Our Weekly

